
1000th Brick
Placed In Walk Of Honor
Volunteer Bob Shutt
places the 1000th brick
in the Walk of Honor in
November 2023. The
Foundation thanks Bob
for volunteering his time
(and knees!) for the
meticulous placement of
each engraved paver.

35 year career as an educator with Danville
School District 118.  After retiring she assisted
the Foundation and Superintendent Mark
Denman with the Danville High School Alumni
Newsletter. When the Foundation Board
decided to hire a part-time staff, Mary was
offered the position of coordinator and later
was promoted to assistant director. “The
Foundation provided a wonderful opportunity
for me to stay involved with the schools. Little
did I know how much I would enjoy helping to
support teachers in the classroom, and in
turn, see the joy on students’ faces as they
tried something new. I was also fortunate to
see three of my four grandchildren at
Northeast Elementary using the climbing wall,
the violins in music, and the greenhouse, all
provided through the generosity of the
Foundation’s donors.”
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She Is Celebrated For 15 Years Of Dedicated Service

mission of providing enhanced educational
opportunities for the children attending Danville
public schools.

Mary Shutt, the
Assistant Director of
the Danville Public
School Foundation,
retired December 31,
after nearly 15 years
with the Foundation.

Mary joined the
Foundation in 2009  
after a successful   

Mary, pictured with her husband Bob and her family, looks forward
to spending more time with her grandchildren.

Mary’s experience as a teacher was
invaluable in helping further the Foundation’s 
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“Wow is definitely the word! 
So many community members, alumni,
businesses and contractors all stepping

up to invest in students is amazing. Many
of our donors have stories to tell of why

they provide their support. Those
conversations leave you smiling all day.
Until the 365 Club, I’ve never seen such a
display of generosity firsthand. It’s been    

          rewarding in ways I never    
                   imagined.  We have incredible   
                   donors.” 

365 Club Breakfast365 Club Breakfast
The Foundation invites all of our donors to celebrate with us at ourThe Foundation invites all of our donors to celebrate with us at our  

Title Sponsor

Breakfast Sponsor

Program Sponsor

Because of YOUBecause of YOU
We Exceeded Our Goal!We Exceeded Our Goal!

365 Club Gifts Top $100,000365 Club Gifts Top $100,000

                                                  
The generosity of our donors secures the
success of the 365 Club for another year and we
could not be more excited! 

The 365 Club campaign kicked off in November
with a fundraising goal of $85,000.  As of
January, over $100,000 has been pledged to
help continue the mission of providing
enhanced educational opportunities to benefit
the children attending Danville public schools. 

Whether it’s a $1 per day pledge of $365 or a
larger gift - every dollar inches us closer to our
goal. Reaching $100,000 in January was not
expected and we cannot think of a better start
to the new year. Thank you to our generous
donors!

Thank You!  Thank You!  

Stephanie Yates, 
Development Director

Because of you, we will continue to engage
the teachers, staff and administrators to help
bring their ideas of providing creative,
inspiring, and fun learning experiences to their
students. 

Danville Public School Foundation   516 North Jackson Street   Danville, IL 61832   217-444-1044   www.dpsf.org 

mailto:yatess@danville118.org
http://www.dpsf.org/


Dr. Thomas & Peggy Herrmann
Tessa Hile
Hodges Loizzi Eisenhammer Rodick 
& Kohn LLP
Debi & Chris Hosch
Michael & Julie Hulvey
Imagine Learning 
Iroquois Federal Foundation
It’s In Your Head
Jenna Wirth State Farm
K Com Technologies
Dorothy Kelley*
Kelly Printing
Kirby & Turner Masonry
Chris & Suzette Kittell
Jim & Joyce Knoblauch
Jeff & Teresa Koebrich
Landmark Credit Union
Joe & Julie Legg
Todd & Jean Lichtenberger
Lincicum Heating and Air LLC
Mark & Marty Lindvahl 
Loman-Ray Insurance Group
Kenneth & Carolyn Loving
Dr. Shawn & Mindy Mallady
Mike & Brandy Marron
John & Nancy Martin
McDowell Builders, Inc.
Vic & Jane McFadden
Jim & Sharon McMahon
Greg Meidel
Meijer
Mel Price Containers
Mervis Industries, Inc
Midwest Commercial Coatings 
Molanda Corporation
Phil & Susan Muehl
Robert & Barbara Muirhead
The Music Shoppe
Myers Carpet Weavers
Judy & Mel Myers 
Dr. Stephen & Cindy Nacco
Nexlan
Lindsey Nixon
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AGAE Contractors
Alpha Baking Company
Alvin Fence Company
AMBUCS
AMEREN IP 
Anderson Electric
Aqua Illinois
Arnold’s Office Supply
Dr. Randal & Starr Ashton
Automation International 
Molly & James Bailey
Sandra Diveley Batmangelich
Beck Tech Communications
Behrmann Company
Stephen & Vivian Bowers
Gregg Bradshaw
Brand U LLC
Richard Brazda
Jacob Bretz
Adam & Emma Brown
Bryant Industries
Bunge Milling
Norma Burch
William & Sharon Burow
Mitzi Campbell
Nathan & Lisa Campbell
Canady Construction
Diane Carlton
Donna Carlton-Vish
CCMSI
Tom & Beth Chamberlain
Christie Clinic
Classic Homes Realty
Henry & Nancy Coan
William & Sue Colwell
Connor Company
Cookus Landscaping 
Cooper East Lake Hospital
Corporate Supply

 

 

Courtesy Ford Lincoln Mercury
Dean & Gina Crandall
D P Supply, Inc.
Danville Education Association 
Danville Lions Club
Danville Metal Stamping
Danville’s Flooring Warehouse
Linda Darby-Dowers
Leola Davis
Doug & Mindy Dawson
Tanner Delaurier
Mark Denman*
Mark J. Denman
District 118 Board by Dr. Ashton
Diveley Development Corp.
John & Sally Eakle
East Central Illinois Building &
Construction Trades Council
Education Personnel Federal
Credit Union                           
Curt & Rhonda Ellis
English Brothers Contractors
Envirox, LLC
Faulstich Printing
Dr. David L. & Marian Fields
Nanette Finkle
Fisher Bank
Dennis & Emma Forrest
William & Ellen Fulton
Honorable Rita Garman (Ret.)
Dave & Carol Garver
General Mindful 
GHR Engineers & Associates
James & Linda Gieseke
Dr. Ronald & Elizabeth Gillum*
Michael Gourley
Charles & Kim Hall
Dr. Thomas & Darlene Halloran
Cheri & Douglas Harper
John & Sandy Hart
Heartland Properties
Julius W. Hegeler II*
Julius W. Hegeler II Foundation
Lon & Nancy Henderson
Trinidad & Brenda Hernandez, Jr.

We Thank Our Generous Donors For Their Continued Support!
2024 365 Club Members 2024 365 Club Members 
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2024 365 Club Members 2024 365 Club Members 
Ron & Mary Norenberg
Andrew & Christine Novaria
Old National Bank
Alice Payne
Plumbers & Steamfitters #157
Lester & Stephane Potts
Prairie Farms
Margaret Prideaux
Charles Proffitt
Michael Puhr     
Quaker Oats
Reifsteck Reid & Company
Architects
Reliable Mechanical  
REMAX Ultimate
Renew Technologies
Republic Services
Bob & Kathy Richard
Phyllis Rogers*
The Rokosch Family
Patti & Dan Rull

Towne Machine & Tool Co.
Curt & Toni Towne 
Toyota of Danville
Track Surfacing Company
Dr. Gary & Shari Tucker
Marilyn L. Tucker
Unified Networking Inc.
U of I Community Credit Union 
Venture Mechanical                         
Contractors
Vermilion Chevrolet
Vermilion County Title
Robert Wagner*
Watchfire Signs
Lois Wise
Witzel Family McDonald’s
Wheeler Foundation 
Toby & Rachel Wolfe
Watt’s Copy Systems
Wrights Heating & Air
Conditioning
Elizabeth Yacobi
Romeo Zamberletti 

Bill & Marilyn Satterwhite
Schomburg & Schomburg
Construction
Chuck & Cheryl Schroeder
Mark Schroeder
Shannon & Bryan Schroeder
Sentry Roofing
Dr. Ronald & Susan Serfoss
SERVPRO of Vermilion County
Kristin Shanks
Eric & Lesley Shore
Robert & Mary Shutt
Hayley Siefert
Jo Ann Carpenter & Dan Slattery
Smekens Education Solutions
Su & Terry Smith
Stacie Sollars 
Spear Corp
John A. Stevenson
Tee Pak Credit Union
Terminix
The Hometown Savings Bank 
Thermosystems
Thompson Precision Painting
and Drywall

Yes! I want to make a difference every day by joining The 365 Club!

We Thank Our Generous Donors For Their Continued Support!
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C U R T  T O W N E  -  D E P K E  W E L D S T A R
Donor Spotlight

 

the adventure of being
grandparents with the addition
of granddaughter, Vivi. 

The Towne’s continue to give
back to the community
through support of many local
non-profits including the
Danville Public School
Foundation’s 365 Club. In 2023,
their level of support reached
ten thousand dollars. The
services that Depke provides
are often very behind-the-
scenes yet so critical in
keeping business running
smoothly. Their support of the
Foundation is no different, and
students will benefit from their
generosity for years to come. anyone influential

from his time at
DHS, he
immediately
thought of English  
and Humanities  
teacher, John C.
Sanders. 

                      That’s how long
Depke Weldstar has been
fueling Vermilion County as a
provider of industrial, medical
and specialty gases and
welding supplies. 

Originally founded by the
Depke family in 1928, the
business was later owned and
operated by Mel Myers.  In 2001
Curt Towne, lifelong Danville
resident and Danville High
School graduate, purchased
Depke with a vision to expand
and increase their product
offering. Several acquisitions
and a joint partnership later,
there are now ten Depke-
Weldstar locations throughout
Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin.
They serve customers
worldwide. Curt is one of four
owners, but in Danville, he is
the face of Depke.

Curt was a graduate of
Danville High School’s Class of
1986. When asked if there was

Curt shared that Mr Sanders
encouraged him to apply to
attend DePauw University and
even play Division III football.
“Our paths crossed at a pivotal
time. I needed someone to steer
me in the right direction when it
came to furthering my
education. He was that person.” 

Mr. Sanders retired in 1986 and
became an “honorary” member
of Curt’s graduating class.
Twenty-four years after joining,
Curt still chairs a nine member
committee awarding the John
Sanders Memorial Scholarship
to a graduating senior at DHS.

The lineage of the Towne family
at Danville Public Schools is
three generations deep. It
includes Curt’s father Clint
Towne, father-in-law Cliff
Kimberlin, Curt and his wife Toni,
their three beautiful daughters
Ava, Maya, Emma and son-in-
law Dominick LaFoe.

From football to wrestling,
basketball to softball – both
Curt and Toni were active and
involved as students, 
just as they are today 
as parents. They like 
to golf, travel and 
are now enjoying

John C. Sanders 
“Honorary” 

DHS Class of 1986

Ava, Maya, Toni, Emma and Vivi in the front. 
In Curt’s words, “All of my girls”. 

T H E  T O W N E S  -  D E P K E  W E L D S T A R
Donor SpotlightDonor Spotlight

Curt Towne       Toni Kimberlin Towne 
DHS Class of 1986/85 

95 years.95 years.



Rand & Glenda Campbell      Canady Construction     Mark Denman      Spear Corporation 

John L. Pendleton by Lon and Nancy Henderson

Danville Public School Foundation’s 
Board of Directors & Staff:

 Officers: 
President Curt Ellis

Vice President Mark Lindvahl
Secretary Lisa Campbell 

Treasurer: Mark J. Denman

 Directors: 
Adam Brown

Jim Christison
Mark Denman

 Dr. David Fields
Emma Forrest

Trinidad Hernandez
Debi Hosch

Todd Lichtenberger
Judy Myers
Lester Potts

Patti Rull 

Ex-Officio Members: 
Superintendent Dr. Alicia Geddis

School Board Rep. Shannon Schroeder
DEA Representative Julie Legg 

Staff: 
Executive Director Bob Richard

Development Director Stephanie Yates 

In January, the Danville Public School Foundation
welcomed Trinidad Hernandez Jr. to the Foundation’s
Board of Directors. 

Trinidad and his wife Brenda have three daughters
attending Danville public schools, two at Danville High
School and one at North Ridge Middle School.  They are
members of Danville’s Second Church of Christ.

He is employed at Auto Zone Distribution Center and is a
veteran of the Army National Guard. Trinidad served in
Iraq as part of Operation Iraqi Freedom from 2005-2006.
He is a a member of the American Legion Post 210. 
 

Trinidad Hernandez 
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Mary was instrumental in event planning
for the many events conducted throughout
her Foundation career, especially the
annual 365 Club Breakfast. In addition she
oversaw the Foundation’s  Walk of Honor
and enlisted her husband Bob as a
volunteer. If a paver was ordered, Mary
handled all aspects of the process from
receiving orders to installation (with Bob’s
assistance) and all correspondence with
the donors. 

Last fall engraved pavers were placed to
honor both Bob and Mary for their service. 
In December, the 
Foundation’s Board 
of Directors honored 
her with a 
retirement 
luncheon to 
wish her 
well. 
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